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THE TRIBUNAL DEEPLY REGRETS TO ANNOUNCE THE DEATH OF 
JUDGE GUANGJIAN XU 

 
It is with regret that the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea announces 

the death of Judge Guangjian Xu (China) in Beijing on 18 December 2022. 
Judge Xu was a Member of the Tribunal from 2001 to 2007.  

 
Prior to his election to the bench of the Tribunal, Judge Xu acted as Director 

General of the Department of Treaty and Law and Legal Adviser to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, representing China at numerous diplomatic conferences. He was 
Adjunct Professor of International Law at the Foreign Affairs College, Beijing, Senior 
Adviser to the Chinese Society of International Law, Vice-President of the Chinese 
Society of the Law of the Sea, Senior Researcher at the Hainan Research Institute of 
the South China Sea and Senior Adviser to the Chinese Institute of Marine Affairs. 
 

The Members of the Tribunal pay tribute to Judge Xu’s contribution to the 
international law of the sea and will honour his memory. 

 
Note: The press releases of the Tribunal do not constitute official documents and are 

issued for information purposes only. 
 

The press releases of the Tribunal, documents and other information are available on the Tribunal’s 
website (http://www.itlos.org and http://www.tidm.org) and from the Registry of the Tribunal. Please 

contact Ms Julia Ritter or Mr Robert Steenkamp at: Am Internationalen Seegerichtshof 1, 
22609 Hamburg, Germany, Tel.: +49 (40) 35607-227; Fax: +49 (40) 35607-245;  

E-mail: press@itlos.org 
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