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THE PRESIDENT:  Please be seated. 
 
THE CLERK OF THE TRIBUNAL:  The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 
is now in session. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  On 21 March 2001 an application was filed on behalf of Belize 
against France for the prompt release of the fishing vessel Grand Prince under 
article 292 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.   The case was 
named the “Grand Prince” Case and entered in the List of cases as case no. 8.  This 
public sitting is being held for the purpose of enabling Mr Cot, nominated by France 
as Judge ad hoc, to make the solemn declaration as Judge ad hoc in accordance 
with articles 11 and 17, paragraph 6, of the Statute of the Tribunal. 
 
I now call upon Mr Cot to make the declaration set out in article 5, paragraph 1, of 
the Rules of the Tribunal in relation to the “Grand Prince” Case. 
 
MR COT (Interpretation):  I solemnly declare that I will perform my duties and 
exercise my powers as judge honourably, faithfully, impartially and conscientiously. 
 
THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  Please be seated.  This closes the present sitting. 
 
(Adjournment 10.10 a.m.) 
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