REQUEST FOR AN ADVISORY OPINION FROM THE
COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY,
attached:

- Decision of the Council of the International Seabed Authority requesting
an advisory opinion pursuant to Article 191 of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (ISBA/16/C/13, 6 May 2010)

- Décision du Conseil de I’Autorité internationale des fonds marins
tendant a demander un avis consultatif conformément a ’article 191 de
la Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de la mer (ISBA/16/C/13,
6 mai 2010)
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11 May 2010

Excellency,

1 have the honour to inform you that the Council of Lhe Intcrational Seabed Authority. at ils
161st meeting hekd on 6 May 2010. under ils agenda item 7, decided ko request the Seabed Disputes
Chamber of the Internationa! 1 nbunal for the Law of the Sea, pursuant to Arniicle 191 of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sca and Article 131 of the Rules of the Tribunal. to render an
advisory opinéon on the following questions:

1. Whet arc the kegal responsibilitics and obligations of Staics Partic to the Convention
with reapect lo the sponsorship of activitics in the Area in accordance with the
Convention, in particular Part X1 and the 1994 Agreement relating to the
Implementation of Part X1 of the L'nited Nations Convention on the Law of the Sca
of 10 December 19827

What is the extent of lighility of a State Party for any failure 1o comply with the
provisions of the Conventim, in particular Part XI, and the 1994 Agreement, by an
entiry whom it has sponsored under Article 153, paragraph 2(b). of the Convention?

3 What are the necessary and approprisie measures that 2 sponsoring State must take
in order  to fullil its responsibility under the Comvention. in particular Article 139
and Anoea 1L, and the 1994 Agrecmem?

Flease find enclosed herewith the aforementioned decision of the Council. in English and French,
as sct out n documem 1ISHA/16C/13

[ have the honour further w inform vou that pursuant to Article 131 of the Rules of the Tribunal,
the Secretariat has begun to prepare a dossier conining alb documents likely to throw light upon the
qucstions. The dossicr will be transmitted to the Seabed Disputes Chamber of the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea as soon as possible.

!J

H.E. Judge Tullio Treves
President of the Scabed i
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1 have appointed Mr. Michael Lodge, 1 egal Counsel o the Authority. as my representauve for the
funther provevdings.

Finally, I waunld like to inform the Chamber that the next meeting of the Council ol the Authority
will ke place on 23 Apal 2041,

Please accepd the assurances of my highest consideration,

Yours sincerely,

M-.;AEHDML

Nii Allotey Oduonton

H.E. Judge Tullio Treses

President of the Scabed Disputes Chamber
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sex
Am Internationalen Seegenchtshof 1 - 22609
Hamburg - Germany
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Original: Enghsh

Siateenth session
Kingston, Jamaica
26 Agril-7 May 201¢

Decision of the Council of the International Seabed
Authority requesting an advisory opinion pursuant
to Article 191 of the United Nations Convention

on the Law of the Sea

The Council of the Intermatiunal Seabed Authorily,

Considering the fact that developmemal activities in the Area have alieady
commenced,

Bearing in mind the exchange of vicws on legl questions avising within the
seape of activities of the Couneil,

Decides, in accordance with Article 191 of the United Natioms Conventron on
the Law of the Sea (~the Convention™), 10 reques! the Seabed Disputes Chamber of
the Imtermational Teibunal for the Law of the Sea, pursuant 10 Article 131 of the
Rules of the Tribunal,! to render an advisory opinion on the following queéshony:

1 What are the legal responsibilities and obligations of Swutes Parties w the
Convention with respect to the sponsorship of activities in the Area In sccordance
with the Convention, in particular Part XT, and the 1994 Agreement relating 1o the
Implementaucn of Part X1 of the United Nazions Convention on the Law of the Sca
of 1¢ December 19827

2. What is the extent of lisbility of a State Parry for any failure to comply
with the provisions of e Convention, in particular Part X[, and the 1994
Agreemant, by an entity whom it has sponsored under Article 153, paragraph 1 (b},
of the Convemion?

3. What are the necessary and appropriale measures thal 3 sponsofning State
must take in order to fulfil its responsibility under the Convention, in panicular
Aruicle 139 and Annex 1T, and the 1994 Agreement?

F4 15t Meeting
& May 2010
1T ITLOSE, 17 March 2009
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