
request for an advIsory oPInIon from the 
councIl of the InternatIonal seabed authorIty,
attached:
- decision of the council of the International seabed authority requesting 
an advisory opinion pursuant to article 191 of the united nations 
convention on the law of the sea (Isba/16/c/13, 6 may 2010)
- décision du conseil de l’autorité internationale des fonds marins 
tendant à demander un avis consultatif conformément à l’article 191 de 
la convention des nations unies sur le droit de la mer (Isba/16/c/13, 
6 mai 2010)
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INTERNATIONAL SBABED AUTHOR;;! 

nm SECRETAAY·CENERAL 

II lay 2010 

Et.:ccllency, 

I have the honour to inform you that the Council of the lntcmarional Seabed Authority, at its 
161st mcctinJ bcld on 6 May 2010. under its agenda item 7, decided to request the Seabed Disputes 
Chamber of the lntematiooal Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. pursuant to Article 191 of the Un_itcd 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea sod Article 131 of the Rules of the Tribunal, to rend« an 
advisory opinioo on the following questions: 

I. What arc the kpl responsibilities and obliptioos of Slate$ Parties to the Convention 
with respect to the sponsorship of activities in the Area in accordance ,,ith the 
Convention. in panicular Pa11 X~ and the 1994 Agn:cmcnt relating to the 
Implementation of Pan XI of the Un_itcd ariOIIS Convention on the Law of the Sea 
of 10 December 1982? 

2. What is the extent of liability of a State Pany for any failure 10 comply with the 
provisions of the Convention. in partk:ular Part XI, ond the 1994 Agreement, by an 
etttity whom it has sponsored under Article I S3, pat&llJ8ph 2(b), of the Convention? 

3. What are the necessary and appropriate measures that II sponsoring State must take 
in order to fulfil its respoosibility under the Convention, in particular Article 139 
and Annex Ill, and the 1994 Agreement? 

Please find enclosed herewith the aforementioned decision of the Couneil. in English and French, 
as set out in document ISBA/l6/C/13. 

I ha,·e the honour further to inform you that pursuant to Article 131 of the Rules of the Tribunal, 
the Secretariat bas begun to prepare a dossier containing all documents likely to throw light upon the 
quc$1ion$. The dossier will be transmitted to the Seabed Disputes Chamber of the lntcmatiooal Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea as soon as possible. 

H.F" Judge Tullio Treves 
Pttsident of the Seabed Disputes Chamber 
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ResponsIBIlItIes And oBlIgAtIons of stAtes6

I ba\'c appointed Mr. Michael Lodge, Legal Counsel to the Authority. ll.S my rcprcscntati\'c for the 
funher proceedings. 

Finnlly, I would like to inforrn the Chamber that the next meeting of the Council of the Authoril)' 
will tukc pince on 2S April 201 1. 

Please accepc die assurances of my highest consideration. 

H.E. Judge Tullio Tre\'c 
Pm;iJrnt of the Seabed Dii.put~s Cll111Tibcr 
ln1e,na1ional Tribunnl for the Law of the Sea 
;\m lntcmationalcn Sccgcrichishof I • 22609 
Hwnburg - Gcnnany 

Yours sincerely. 

~u~~D"--~'-
Nn Allotey Odunton 
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International Seabed Authority 

Council 

Silt« at• swlon 
KIJtiSlon, Jamaica 
26 Aptll•7 May 2010 

Distr.: General 
6Mayl010 

Original: En1h1b 

Decision oftbe Council oftbe International Seabed 
Authority requesting an advisory opinfon pursuant 
to Article 191 of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea 

The ColllKII ofihe lntttrnattonal ~abt!d Authorit)t, 

ISBA116/Cll) 

COMlderina the fal.'1 Illa! dcvelopmen1al activities In the Area have already 
commenced, 

Bearing in mind lhe cxchan,e or views Oft lettl quesllons 1rui11& wlthill the 
KOpc ohctivitics ottbe Council 

O.cldu. In accordance with Artlcle 191 or the Unlted Nlllons Convention on 
tlte Law or die Sea (""tbe Convention·), 10 request the Seabed Disputes Chamber ot 
tlte lnlematiooal Tribunal for tlte Law of the Sea, purSUNII tO Article 131 or 1be 
Rules ottbe Tribunal,' tO rendtt u advisory opinloo on the (ollo..,lna questions: 

I . Wba1 are 1be leaal rcsponslbll!tles and obllplions or States Panics to the 
Convention with respect to Ille sponsorship of activities in Ille Area In accordance 
whh the Convention, In particular Pan XI, and Ille 1994 Aa,ecment rel11in1 to Ille 
lmplemenmion of Part XT of Ille United Nations Convention on Ille Law of the Sea 
of I O December I 982? 

2. What is the u tenl or l11bllity of a State Party for any failure to comply 
with the provisions of Ille Convention, in particulu Pan XI, and die 1994 
Aveemtnt. by an entity whom II hu sponsored undtr Article I 53, paragraph l (b), 
of Ille Conven1lon? 

3. What are the nett$Sll')' and appropriate measures that a sponsorin& State 
must take 111 order to fulfil II$ re$f>Onsiblllty under the Conven1ion, in particular 
Arlicle 139 llld An.nex rn, and the 1994 Aa,mMot? 

• rnOSII. 17 1'1atcb 2009. 
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161st J.fccting 
6 May 20/0 




