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If the fishing licence has been issued within the framework of an international
agreement, the flag State is also liable for infringements of fisheries legisiation since
the licence has been granted to that State as a member of the organisation and even
though it transfers its rights, it is still accountable for them.

4, What are the rights and obligations of the coastal State in ensuring the
sustainable management of shared stocks and stocks of common interest,
especially the small pelagic species and tuna?

Within their exciusive economic zone coastal States have the rights and obligations
laid down in the Convention, in particular in article 73, under which they may take
such measures, including boarding, inspection, arrest, imposition of administrative
sanctions in accordance with their internal law and judicial proceedings, as may be
necessary to ensure compliance with the laws and regulations adopted by them in
conformity with the Convention, on the understanding that those powers may be
exercised over fishing vessels flying the flag of a foreign State.

In the case of international fisheries management arrangements which impose on
coastal States, along with other States, rules laying down obligations relating to the
conservation and sustainable management of pelagic species, fishing quotas are
awarded on the basis of the results of investigations into the status of stocks,
although coastal States generally have some flexibility in terms of what they fish
within their exclusive economic zone.





