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Organised by A YEAR OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
IN INTERNATIONAL COURTS
	
From 2024-2025, legal decisions on the global problem of climate change were rendered by five international 
courts, with an unprecedented level of participation by States, international organisations, NGOs and individuals 
around the world. Amidst ongoing proceedings at the national and international levels, this unique symposium 
will debate these historic proceedings with a panel of judges, counsel and experts who were there.

 
Held in the courtroom of the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea in Hamburg. Scan QR code to register.

Tickets are priced at €70 (€35 for students) for in-person attendance.

08:30-09:00 Registration and Refreshments

09:00-09:20 Opening Addresses

Welcome - President Tomas Heidar 
(International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea)

‘The Context to the Year of Climate Change’ 
Dr Arman Sarvarian (University of Surrey) 
Counsel to the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire

09:20-11:00 Panel One: 
Overview of International Court Decisions

Chair: Ms Ximena Hinrichs Oyarce 
(Registrar, International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea)

Judge Darian Pavli 
‘The Duarte Agostino v. Portugal and Others and 
KlimaSeniorinnen v. Switzerland Judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights’

President Tomas Heidar 
‘The COSIS Advisory Opinion of the International 
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea’

President Nancy Hernández López 
‘The Climate Emergency and Human Rights Advisory 
Opinion of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights’

President Páll Hreinsson 
‘The Norway v. Greenpeace Nordic Advisory Opinion 
of the European Free Trade Association Court’

Judge Georg Nolte 
‘The Legal Obligations of States in respect of Climate 
Change Advisory Opinion of the International Court 
of Justice’

11:00-11:30 Refreshment Break

11:30-13:30 Panel Two: The Law of the Sea

Chair: Professor Dr Alexander Proelss 
(University of Hamburg)

Professor Nilufer Oral 
(National University of Singapore & International 
Law Commission) Counsel to the State of Palestine 
& COSIS

Professor Alfred Soons 
(Utrecht University)

Professor Dr Nele Matz-Lück 
(University of Kiel)

Professor Payam Akhavan 
(20 Essex Street Chambers, Massey College 
(University of Toronto) & Institut de droit international) 
Counsel to COSIS and Bangladesh

13:30-14:30 Lunch 

14:30-16:30 Panel Three: 
International Environmental Law

Chair: Professor Dr Valentin Schatz 
(Leuphana University Lüneburg)

Professor Benoit Mayer 
(University of Reading)

Professor Christina Voigt 
(University of Oslo) Counsel to the IUCN-WCEL 

Professor Annalisa Savaresi 
(University of Eastern Finland)

Mr Andrew Loewenstein 
(Foley Hoag) Counsel to the Republic of The 
Gambia and the Republic of Mozambique

17:00-18:00 Reception

SATURDAY 31 JANUARY 2026

08:30-09:00 Arrival and Refreshments

09:00-11:00 Panel Four: 
The Law of State Responsibility

Chair: Professor Matthias Forteau 
(University of Paris. Nanterre & International Law 
Commission) Counsel to the French Republic

Ms Callista Harris 
(7 Wentworth Selborne Chambers) Counsel to the 
Commonwealth of Australia

Ambassador Franz Perrez 
(Director General, Directorate of International Law, 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland) 
Counsel to the Swiss Confederation

Professor André Nollkaemper 
(University of Amsterdam & Utrecht University)

Professor Patricia Galvão Teles 
(University of Lisbon & International Law Commission) 
Counsel to the Republic of Portugal

11:00-11:30 Refreshment Break 

11:30-13:30 Panel Five: 
Fragmentation versus Systemic Integration

Chair: Dr Efthymios Papastavridis 
(University of Athens)

Professor Laurence Boisson de Chazournes 
(University of Geneva & Matrix Chambers) Counsel 
to the Republic of Colombia

Mr Aditya Laddha 
(Ph.D. Candidate, University of Geneva)

Dr Rozemarijn J. Roland Holst 
(University of Edinburgh) Counsel to the Commission 
of Small Island States

Professor Dr Andreas Kulick 
(University of Mainz)

Mr Pierre-Olivier Savoie 
(Savoie Arbitration) Counsel to the Republic of 
Cameroon

13:40-13:55: Closing Reflections

Professor Dr Christian Tams 
(King’s College London & 11 King’s Bench Walk 
Chambers) Counsel to the Republic of Zambia

13:30-14:30 Lunch & Conference Closure

SUNDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2026


