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RULES OF THE TRIBUNAL AMENDED: TERMS OF OFFICE OF REGISTRAR AND
DEPUTY REGISTRAR FIXED AT FIVE YEARS

On 21 September 2001, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea amended
article 32, paragraph 1, of the Rules of the Tribunal.  Article 32 relates to the election and
term of office of the Registrar of the Tribunal.  The Tribunal decided to fix the term of office
of the Registrar at five years.  Prior to this amendment, article 32 laid down that the
Registrar shall have a term of office of seven years.  By virtue of article 33 of the Rules,
article 32, as amended, applies also to the term of office of the Deputy Registrar.

The amendment is as follows:

In article 32, paragraph 1, for the word “seven”, the word “five”
shall be substituted.

The Tribunal decided that the amendment would enter into force forthwith.

Article 32, paragraph 1, as amended, reads as follows:

“The Tribunal shall elect its Registrar by secret ballot from among candidates
nominated by Members.  The Registrar shall be elected for a term of five years
and may be re-elected.”

The Press Releases of the Tribunal, documents and other information are
available on the United Nations website: http://www.un.org/Depts/los/ and from

the Registry of the Tribunal.  Please contact Mr. Robert van Dijk or Ms. Julia Pope at
Am Internationalen Seegerichtshof 1, 22609 Hamburg, Germany,

Tel.: (49) (40) 35607-228/227, Fax: (49) (40) 35607-245/275;
E-mail: press@itlos.org
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